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Kingdom Of Saudi Arabia

And The Palestinian Question.

This research is trying to throw light upon the
historical role of the Kingdom of Ssudi Arabia during that

important and critical time of the history of FPalestine .

Up to a recent time, the role of the Kingdom to-
wards the question was neither clear nor defined. This is

due to the difficulty of obtaining main documents and sources

that show the efforts of the Kingdom in this respect. The King

dom also did not pay attention to what was written or said
then because King Abdul-Aziz Al Saud aimed at the rights of

the Arabs of Palestine in self-determination.

In spite of many writings which deal with the higtor
of the Palestinian question, in different sides and tributarie
the role of the Kingdom has no prominence among those of the
Arab countries. kven those who wrote something about the King
dom and its situation towards the question, just tried to sho
gome sides and ignored others. So, as I mentioned before, thi
research is a trial to throw light on the historical role of
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia towards the first question to the

Arabs, the question of Palestine.
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I have objectively divided this research into an

introduction, three chapters and a conclusion so as to count

the efforts and trials made by King Abdul-Aziz. In the intro-
duction, I have techled the rise of the palestinian question
whese the history of Zionism and its unsuccessful trials with
the Othmans nation have been considered. The trials of Hertzel
with the Othmany Sultan, Abdul-Hameed IT, to establish a
national home land for Jews in Palestine have been définetsly
considered. According to the obdurate attitude of Sultan Abdul
Hameed towards the Jews, they turned to the British goverment
which adopted their hopes and issued Belfor Declaration. This
declaration resulted in different Islamic and ARAB reactions

both inside and outside Palestine.

The first chapter titled" The attitude of the Kingd
towards the Palestinian question in the ARAB World %Yincludes
Saudi efforts which are clear in several features. The most
prominent of them all King Abdul-Aziz's trial to contain dis
putes among Arabs and build a united Arab front that can face
zionist ambitions in Palestine in particular and the Arab M

countries in general. Zionism got afraid of the ARAB Unity.T

action had a great effect on Arab sobidarity in that time wh
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some Arab countries were still suffering under the yoke of
Klest Imperialism in a way or two. The Saudi initiative came
to assure the importance of the role Kingdom had played on
the Arab field. Later,the fruit of these efforts and trials
was apparent when the Arab countries supported and backed the

Arab revolutions in Palestine. Arab leaders successively held

meetings in several official conferences such as Blodan

Conference.

The second chapter deals with the efforts of the
Kingdom in supporting the Arabism of Palestine in inter -
national conferences. This is considered the begining of the
Saudi move over the international field- Kingdom of Saudi AR
had had its previous communications and megotiations with th
BRITISH government concerning the Palestinian question. Thes
negotiations took place shortly blfare the union of this Kin
dom," exactly in the year 1333 H/1915 . That had Been when
the BRITISH government tried to gain even a semi-admission%

its existance in Palestine, but in vain.

Later, the Arabs efforts in general and the Kingde

in particular,managed to move the Palestinian case from the
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Arab to the international field. That was when the Kingdom ‘
and the Arabs joined London Conference held in 1357 H/1959.,

After that, the Kingdom of Saudi ARABIA had a particular part
in the international field;a series of negotiations and corres
pondances with the American president FRANKLEN Rosevelt. These
correspondances had been later on crowned by the historical
meeting of the two leaders in Egypt in the year 1364H/1945 ol
This meeting had led to a full understanding of the Palestinis
Question by the American president. The latter proiiised King

Abdul-Aziz not to take any aggressive action against the ARAB

After the sudden death of president Rosevelt, King
Abdul-Aziz continued his efforts with the new president,HARY

TRUEMAN. Feeling the latter's open support to zionism, King
Abdul-Aziz resumed his previons negotiations with the BRITISH

government. The Kingdom attitude in London conference Il in
1365H/1946 had given an evident picture of the moderate Saudi
policy that tried to concentrate its efforts mainly upon the
BRITISH and American governments, seeking for gaining world
general openion towards the Palestinian question. These ende
vours had crashed into the personal anibitions of the presiﬁ

of those countries,which consequently led to the deteriorati
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of the situation. The Palestinian case had then to be filed in
the United Nations in the year 13665/ 1947 which decided the

segregation of Palestine into two countries, an ARAB country

and a jewish country .

On, the alter of the United Nations Institution,King
Faisal Ben Abdul-Aziz had made it clear when he expressed his
country's evident impression of the oppressive resolution of
segregation. He announced the support and co-operation of his
country and peoples with the Arabs of Palestine. He stated that

the Kingdom is not at any rate committed to the United Nations

resolntion.

The third chapter is titled" The role of the Kingdol
in 1948 war" this role is the end of Saudi diplomatic efforts
and the start of a practical stage that emerged in reactions
which segregation resolution made inside the Kingdom.The Saudi
people rushed to donateland volunteer to save Palestine. The
numbor of volunteers, who had to enter Palgstine and fight Jei
was about 50,000 fighters. On Al Qura paper was careful to sh
such donations. The material support for the Palestinian ques
went to theé Arabs of Palestine through different ehennels,thy

it was difficult to fix such sums.
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When the news of the huge numbers of British troops

came, the Arabs interacted and detained them from entering

Palestine. The British troops were aware of the strength and

cousage of those fighters.

The genius and far-sight of King Abdul-Aziz appeared
" pefore this was. When the Arab countries decided that regular
troops should enter Palestine,he refered to them to supply the

Arabs of Palestine with arms and money. This was due to the

fact that they knew theip country better than any one. Also the
entry of regular troops into Palestine would make great nation
back Jews. But the Arab leaders did not consider King Abdul-Az]
views, so defeat and with drawal from Palestine was an enevita
result. However this proved the coufage and heroism of Saudi
troops that joined Falestine war. lembers of the Saudi militr
force were looked highly upon and charmed by the Egyptian and

Syrian governments.

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia refused to be one of the

Arab countries that held truce agreements with Israil in the

year 1949 .




